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Creating a blog is as easy as 1-2-3-4.  Here are some easy steps for creating a Blogger account. Blogger 
is FREE website. 

 
Why use Blogger? 

A blog gives you your own voice on the web. It's a place to collect and share things that you find 
interesting— whether it's your political commentary, a personal diary, or links to web sites you want to 

remember. 
Many people use a blog just to organize their own thoughts, while others command influential, worldwide 
audiences of thousands. Professional and amateur journalists use blogs to publish breaking news, while 

personal journalers reveal inner thoughts. 
Whatever you have to say, Blogger can help you say it. 

The first step to creating 
your Blogger account is 
to create a Google 
Account.  Follow the 
steps on the website. 
 
You can use your Gmail 
account or create a new 
Google account. 
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Now you need to make 
up a name for your blog. 

 
Some examples of other 

blogs include: 
Shaaza’s blog 

Our centres blog 
Teacher Blog. 
Shaza’s rave 

Kids rock 
 
 
 

You can choose a 
template to get you 
started.  You can 

change your template at 
a later if you wish.   

 
 
 

You can choose some 
amazing free 
backgrounds from: 
http://www.thecutestblog
ontheblock.com/ 
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/  

Voila! Your Blog 
space has been 

created! 

Sharon’s Blog 
http://centralnorthisland.blogspot.com 

 
 

Create your Blog now 
http://www.blogger.com 
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Click on New Post 
The screen below appears 

 
 
 
 
Name the post by Typing in your title 
In the body type in your posting        You can add photos from your computer with this  
      bottom and one next to it is for   
     uploading movies from your computer i.e photostory3  
 
It is useful to label or put name tags to your posting, just think if you were going to want to 
search for an item, what are all the possibilities you could call it? 
When you are happy with your posting click on the Publish post button and it will appear on 
your blog. 
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If you are going to post a slide show or a Youtube – www.youtube.com video 
the Html code goes here. 
 
Slideshows can be easily created using: 

 www.rockyou.com 
 

 www.smilbox.com 
 

 http://www.microsoft.com    
 
 
 
If  you  are  going  to  be  creating  slideshows  online  it  is  important  that  you 
compress the size of photos as this considerably reduces the time  it  take to 
upload  them.  Also  consider  what  time  of  the  day  you  are  uploading  as 
Internet speed varies during the day. 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To edit a posting or add to it click here 
 
 

 
 
Under settings you can set the time, country, permissions for an open or closed 
site. Take a look at each tab and make changes as required. 
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In the Layout area you are given an overview of the bones of your template and 
this is where you can personalise, pretty up and add gadgets to the layout of your 
blog template. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
There are many gadgets that can be added to your template, but consider your 
audience: 

 What will they want to see? 
 Does it have adverts attached 
 Is it appropriate?? 
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How to post a comment on a blog site:  
For invited readers: 
 

1. Create a Google account: 
https://www.google.com/accounts/NewAccount 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
2.  Click on the link you have received from the centre in your email 
account.  Sign in using your new Google account access name and 
password. 
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A blog entry is called a post – scroll down to the bottom of the post that 
you wish to comment on.  Click on the comments link. 

 

 
 

3.This will take you to a page like this.  Type in your comment and click 
on the “Publish your comment” button. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
4.Your comments will not be published immediately but will be available 
to view shortly or when the owner of the site has allowed it to be posted 
onto their site.   

 
You might like to take a look at this youtube – how to start a blog video: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bU4gXHkejMo 
 
Or visit my “how to Blog” blog site 
www.eceblogging.blogspot.com 
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Now it’s time to have some discussions with your team and plan for your blogs 
future development. What’s your purpose? What do you want on it? Consider 
your audience – what do they need and want to know and share? What will 
entice your audience to return? Planning becomes essential in establishing and 
developing a blog.  
Possibilities for blogs and future postings:  

 Centre and operation information: hours, cost, philosophy, mission 
statement, contacts details etc.  

 Transition information 
 Events shared through learning stories, video, photos and 

slideshows 
 Weekly journal – working smarter 
 Staff information – first names, photos, qualifications, interests 
 Events calendar 
 Parent comments and feed back 
 Parent contributions and voices 
 Newsletters, notices 
 Uploading small videos, photostory3 
 Podcasting 
 E-portfolios 
 ????? 

 
The following are blogs worth viewing and critiquing what works well and what doesn’t.  

Manaia Kindergartens blog is also worth a look as it has developed into a useful tool 
for teachers, children, families and whãnau. It is also worth doing a search on new 
entrant and primary school blogs to see how they produce and utilise a blog site.  
A useful Blog book - Publishing a Blog with Blogger 2005, Author - Elizabeth 
Castro.  
 
 

 http://blog.core-ed.net/naketa/ 
 http://blog.core-ed.net/derek/ 
 http://blog.core-ed.net/greg/ 
 http://manaiakindergarten.blogspot.com/ 
 http://10percentdiscount.blogspot.com/ 
 http://hurupakikindergarten.blogspot.com/ 
 http://kdgroom102.blohttp://classblogmeister.com/blog.php?blogger_
id=1638gspot.com/ 
 http://eceblogging.blogspot.com 
 http://grasslandskindergarten.blogspot.com 
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How will you use this tool to achieve maximum 
enagement,  participation and access for teachers, children 

and families?  
 
Some discussion with families will also be essential in the very 
near future, as permissions will need to be sort for the posting 
of photos etc. Outlining “netiquette” of online participation and 
the protocols of the use of photos and leaving comments and 
uploading information online. Discussion around the 
importance and purpose of using the blog and the adding of 

comments and making contributions will heighten your success with this ICT 
intuitive. Maybe a parent evening to inform them of what’s been happening and 
a workshop on how they can read the blog and it’s uses. I am sure once they 
realise that only your families will be able to view this site they will feel 
comfortable in allowing their children’s photos and movies to be posted. I am 
happy to support you with this, please let me know how I can help. I look 
forward to seeing where this will lead, (don’t hesitate to ring or email if you wish 
to discuss this further). 
Other considerations:  

 Who will be responsible for regularly updating the blog?  
 What  role will  children  play  in  adding/creating  content 
and postings?  
 How  will  all  teachers  become  comfortable  in  using  the 
blog?  
 What discussions and PD will be  required between staff,  families and 
children? 

 
Cybersafety – things to consider: 

 Will the blog be private/public/invite only? And why? 
 How will you ensure parents permission forms are disturbed, collected 
and updated? 
 What guidelines will be in place regarding the use of names, copyright 
material, and information placed online? 
 Do you have an ICT policy in place to protect all involved? Netsafe have 
a policy template available online http://www.netsafe.org.nz 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By removing the navigation bar you eliminate the possibility of children and 
families  clicking  on  the  “Next  Blog”  button,  which  can  take  them  to  any 
random blog and blogger. Many centres have done this.  
 
 
 
 
 
  


